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Institutional Agreement with Grand Rapids Community College
Signing Ceremony
Dr. John M. Dunn
Sept. 2, 2015
• Good morning.
• "For more than 100 years, Western Michigan University has been providing higher
education to the Grand Rapids community. And for generations, students from
Grand Rapids Community College have continued their educational goals at WMU.
• We will begin a new academic year next week, and when we do our census
analysis this fall, I suspect that the fall transfer class from GRCC will number more
than 100--as it has in each of the five previous years. During any full academic year,
some 250 GRCC students come to WMU--either to our programs here in Grand
Rapids or to our main campus in Kalamazoo.
• We treasure the relationship that has made that ease of movement possible. This
agreement is about reaffirming that relationship and helping even more students
continue their journey and become successful in reaching their educational, personal
and professional goals.
• Today's agreement adds more structure and a clear path forward for our
partnership. In the past, we've implemented articulation and a dual enrollment
agreements and reverse transfer agreements. This institutionwide effort will guide us
going forward as we develop discipline-specific agreements that have just one
primary purpose--making the GRCC to WMU transition seamless and free of stress
for students.

• Our students work hard and navigate through some difficult pathways. Our role is
to smooth the rough edges on those paths, let them know we're here to help, and
assure them the result is worthwhile. To paraphrase an old saying, we need to be
able to say to students, "I'm not telling you it will be easy. I'm telling you it's going
to be worth it."
• Thank you to all here who worked on an agreement that will help smooth pathways
for students for years to come.

